Review: A Moving Feast
 
Bruce Watson is a very talented Melbourne based singer-songwriter who regularly appears at music festivals around Australia. His latest CD serves up fifteen songs and is aptly titled A Moving Feast. His songs draw on a variety of musical genres (or, in this case, I should say tastes) including rock, country, musical comedy and folk.

Watson is a writer who has a lot to say, his subjects ranging from the insignificant to the significant, the trite to the crucial. You will find songs like the reflective and poignant Dad's Clothes. Then there is the confronting The War Without A Name, interspersed effectively with a newspaper reading of the day and The Sorry Song with its infectious chorus. These two songs bring the treatment of, and reaction to, Australia's Aboriginal history sharply into focus.

Many of Watson's songs highlight the inhumanity of mankind – the chilling honesty of Nobody Should Have To Go Through This - a song about the Bali bombing, and the moving and gentle Lost Children of the Empire. Along with these songs are comic songs like My Pussy Cat Keeps Peeing On The Carpet and Elvis Is Alive. Also included are a song about the relationship of a parent and a child (Unfinished Business) and a thought-provoking final song The Butterfly Effect.

Watson crafts his songs with skill and has a real ear for a catchy melody. All the song lyrics are included in an attractive booklet. The CD was produced by Watson and he has been ably assisted by many singers and musicians from the Victorian music scene.
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